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TTNC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 1989—90 


Past President: 

Bruce Mackenzie, P.O. Box 162, 

Winona, Ont., LOR 2L0, 643-4526 

President: 

Bill Randall, 15 Fassett Ave., 
Hamilton, Ont., L9C 4E6, 388-2494 

Vice-President: 

Doug McCallum, 64 Skyland Dr., 
Hamilton, Ont., L9A 3C1, 383-9844 

Secretary: 

Pierre Arnold, 293 Alma Lane, 
Ancaster, Ont., L9G 2T6, 648-2519 

Treasurer: 

David Stubbing, 1404 Eden Place, 
Burlington, Ont., L7S 1J8, 637-3398 

Membership: 

John Struger, 269 Wexford Ave. S., 
Hamilton, Ont., L8K 2P4, 547-5116 

Sanctuary: 

John Fischer, 1317 Hwy. 8, Winona, 
Ont., LOR 2L0, days: 336-4961, 
evenings: 643-3837 

* * 


Program: 

Christine Bishop, #203-50 Main St., 
Dundas, Ont., L8N 6P8, 627-1076 

Publicity: 

Shirley Klement, 1375 Mountain Grove 
Ave., Burlington, Ont., L7P 2H1, 
336-5433 

Conservation: 

Brian McHattie, #203-50 Main St., 
Dundas, Ont., L8N 6P8, 627-1076 

Wood Duck Editor: 

Rob Dobos, 1319 Book Rd. W., R.R.#1, 
Jerseyville, Ont., LOR 1R0, 648-0435 

Social: 

Karen McCabe, #3-518 Indian Rd., 
Burlington, Ont., L7T 3T3, 637-2580 

Field Events: 

Beth Stormont, 4 Carotin a., Dundas, 
Ont., L9H 5P3, 627-7697 

Junior Naturalists: 

Marie Moverly, 590 Stone Church Rd. 
W., Hamilton, Ont., L9B 1A7, 388-2950 

* * * * 


WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 


The HNC would like to welcome the following new members who have joined since September 1989: 


Florence Allen 
Linda Brett 
Bill Bullock 
Will Drennan 
Chester Duncan 
Faye Duncan 
Jennifer Fenn 
Martin Gebauer 
John Guthrie 
Amanda Hunt 


Marina Martin 
Trevor Martin 
Steven J. Miles 
Sean Morley 
Jean Murphy 
Gary Pawlick 
Sharon Quinn 
Barry Rosen 
Elizabeth Syett 
Doug Thompson 


Eva Thompson 
Linda Valentine 
' Ron Valentine 
Rohan van Twest 
Leslie Viner 
Pam Watts 
Denise Wheeler 
Shirley Wheeler 
Karen L. Zavitz 
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NOTICE OK MON'TTLIY MEETINGS 


Time: 

Monday, Nov, 6, 1989; 8:00 p.m. 
Location: 

Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, 
Auditorium 

680 Plains Rd. W., Burlington. 

Programme: 

Ontario Butterflies 
Mr. Quimby Hess 


Time: 

Monday, Dec. 11, 1989; 8:00 p.m. 
Location: 

Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, 
Auditorium 

680 Plains Rd. W., Burlington. 
Programme: 

A Special Haven, Tlrreatened Species in 

Wood Buffalo National Park 

Dr. K.M. East, Park Superintendent 




NOTICE OF URCOMIMG FIELD EVENTS 
AMD STUDY GROUP'S 


Sunday, November 5 

FALL BIRD COUNT 

This annual bird count can of ten turn up sane 
good rarities or other interesting birds. New 
volunteers are needed to provide more complete 
coverage of the Hamilton Birding Area. 
Participate as an individual or as a group for 
even more fun. Phone Rob for a new area. 
Also join us after the count for dinner at a 
local eatery. 

Organizer -Rob Dobos 648-0435 

Sunday, November 12; 8:30 a.m. 

THE NIAGARA GORGE 

The Niagara Gorge is well known for the many 
species of gulls and ducks that spend the 
winter here. Meet at Eastgate Square parking 
lot, Centennial Parkway and Queenston Rd. in 
Hamilton. 

Leader -Bob Curry 648-6895 

Tuesday, December 26 

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

This bird count is an annual tradition for 
many people, and new counters are always 
welcome to participate. Call Mark for your 
area. Participate as an individual or as a 
group and join everyone for dinner afterwards. 
Compiler -Mark Jennings 632-2210 


Monday, November 13; 7:30 p.m. 

BIRD STUDY GROUP 

An informal meeting featuring a discussion of 
recent bird sightings, an identification 
session, and a workshop, film or set of slides 
about some aspect of birds. Meet, at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Royal Botanical Gardens Nature Centre. 
Organizer -Bruce Duncan 519-662-4709 


Monday, November 27; 7:30 p.m. 

CONSERVATION STUDY GROUP 
This informal meeting brings people together 
to discuss current conservation issues with 
our Conservation Committee. Our featured 
guest win be Dr. Mike Dickman, Professor of 
Biology from Brock University, who will 
discuss the frequency of benthic invertebrate 
abnormalities associated with toxic discharges 
in natural wetlands. Cane out to the RBG 
Nature Centre at 7:30 p.m. and enjoy an 
informative evening and feel free to air your 
own concerns to the Committee members. 
Organizer -Brian McHattie 627-1076 
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HAMILTON HERXTTOEAUNAE ATLAS 
1989 UPDATE 


The Hamilton Herpetofaunal Atlas had 
another very successful year in 1989. Four of 
the simmer staff employed by tine Hamilton 
Naturalist’s Club worked on the atlas 
(Kathleen Gardiner, Bill Lomond, Rod McCaw and 
Cathy Salole). Over 22,000 km were driven 
diuing the 18 week field season to acquire 
about 5,300 herpetofaunal records. Over 400 
two km squares were visited for direct, field 
work (i.e. searching for salamanders and 
snakes) and 530, 2 km squares were visited a 
night to record calling frogs. All of the 
data gathered has teen entered into the 
computer database and up-to-date maps have 
teen produced for each species. 

The most important accomplishment this 
year was the completion of the Six Nations and 
New Credit Indian Reserves. These two 
adjacent reserves contain the largest tracts 
of unbroken woodland in our study area. Not 
surprisingly, we found that salamanders were 
very cannon here, especially Eastern Newts and 
the Jefferson Salamander canplex. These two 
species were easily found by dip-netting for 
the aquatic larvae in the countless swamps 
present on the reserves. Similarly, snakes 
were abundant here and were easily located by 
over-turning boards and other debris along the 
edge of roads, and Jay examining road-killed 
specimens. We found four new sites for Ribbon 
Snakes, 12 new sites for Redbelly Snakes, 
eight new sites for Brown Snakes and three new 
sites for Smooth Green Snakes. Unfortunately, 
no Black Rat Snakes were located despite 
previous claims of their occurrence Jiere and 
apparent suitable habitat. 

In areas outside of the Indian 
reserves, there were several, notable finds in 
1989. The rare Four-toed Salamander was found 
at two new locations, l>ringing the number of 
known sites in our study area to eight. The 
Yellow-spotted Salamander was located at 28 
new sites, raising the cumulative total to 68 
sites. Pickerel Frogs were detected at 16 new 
sites, witli 13 of these sites teing located in 
late summer. This flurry of late summer 
records is due to the emergence of juveniles 
which increase the population ten-fold, making 


by Bill Laniond 

detection much easier. In the "turtle- 
department", the Map Turtle was recorded in 10 
new two km squares along the Grand River. 
Away from the river, Map Turtles were found in 
the Welland Itiver drainage basin just west of 
Binbrook Reservoir, and also at Bronte 
Harbour. Finally, the Ringneck Snake was 
found at two new sites, one along the Galt 
Ridge near Cambridge and the other behind the 
Tamahaac Club in Ancaster. 

Presently, there are 520 two kiri squares 
completely atlassed. Therefore, of the 1,070 
two km squares in the Hamilton Study Area, we 
have canpletely atlassed 48 %. Of the 
remaining 52 %, 361 two km squares (35 %) are 
nearly complete. Tliese squares need only one 
or two night visits to survey for 1-4 species 
of frog in order to canplete them. However, 
there are 113, two km squares (10 %) that liave 
at least one herpetofaunal record but still 
need quite a bit of work. There are also 76 
two km squares (7 %) that do not have any 
herpetofaunal records yet. Tliese latter two 
groups will receive most of the field work in 
1990 (the last year of the Atlas project). 

In order to complete all of the 2 km 
squares by the end of next year', it will 
require about 10-11 weeks of field work. Hie 
remaining 6-7 weeks of the field season will 
be devoted to species specific searches. 
Tliese searches will te directed towards sites 
where an uncarmon or rare species has occurred 
in the past, but has not teen recorded in our 
Atlas period (1984-1990). Also, these 
searches will te conducted in areas where a 
species has never teen recorded, but suitable 
habitat indicates that the species could 
occur. An example of this is the Ribbon Snake 
in the Beverly Swamp. Species for which these 
searches will te conducted include, Mudpuppy, 
Four-toed Salamander, Pickerel Frog, Stinkpot, 
Map Turtle, Eastern Spiny-Softshell Turtle, 
Ribbon Snake, Queen Snake and Black Rat Snake. 
New locations for Mudpuppy will largely te 
obtained by talking with fishermen, but also 
by flipping rocks in suitable creeks and 
rivers. Four-toed Salamanders will te 
searched for in areas containing sphagnum 
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swamps found in 1988, largely in Haldimand 
Township. Pickerel frogs will be searched for 
in late sunnier in ar’eas surrounding Cambridge 
and Guelph and along the Grand River. 
Searches along the Grand River will be a 
combined effort, as Mudpuppy, Map Turtle, 
Eastern Spiny Softshell Turtle and Queen Snake 
will be looked for here as well. Stinkpots 
will be searched for in their two historical 
locations (Van Wagner's Marsh and Valley Inn 
Pond) to determine if this species occurs in 
our area. Ribbon Snakes will be searched for 
in areas where Pickerel Frogs occur and in 
other areas where extensive wooded swamps 
exist. Lastly, Black Rat Snakes will be 
searched for at the Oriskany Sandstone to see 
if they still occur, and several landowner 
reports of "big black snakes" will be 
followed-up to determine their validity. 

By the end of the 1990 field season, 
every herpetofaunal species should te 
adequately surveyed and all data will have 


been entered into the database. Using this 
database, we will be able to computer map each 
species, thus producing publication quality 
maps. Then the species accounts will be 
written along with introductory passages 
detailing habitat types in the Hamilton Study- 
Area. In each species account we will briefly 
discuss that species' North American and 
Ontario ranges. We then will discuss 
historical information on the species 
distribution in the Hamilton area and relate 
this to the current situation. There will 
also be a brief section describing atlassing 
methods for that species as well as a section 
discussing landowner contact procedures. For 
the rarer species, we will discuss 
conservation measures that should 1* enacted 
to maintain or enhance that species' status. 

We are planning to publish our results 
in a book (or booklet) entitled "Herpetofauna 
of the Hamilton Area", hopefully by 1992. 




RAINY RIVER IH ARY 

By George Naylor 


Rob Dobos, Kevin McLaughlin and I flew 
out of Toronto's Pearson International Airport 
on an Air Canada flight to Thunder Bay, on the 
evening of Monday, June 5, 1989, on the first 
leg of a trip to northwestern Ontario. The 
plan was to stay overnight in Thunder Bay, and 
in the morning we would work our way west to 
Rainy River, stay four days in Rainy River, 
and then head back to Thunder Bay and fly home 
on the morning of Sunday, June 11. Kevin and 
I had never teen to this part of the province 
before, and were really looking forward to the 
experience. Roll had worked in Thunder Bay 
previously, and had spent a bit of time in 
Rainy River, so lie was more familiar with the 
area. 

The Rainy River area is unique in 
Ontario. It is on Ontario's western border 
with Manitoba, and the land is the most 
prairie-like terrain in our province. In the 
past, the Rainy River area was fanned 
extensively, but in recent years, a large 
percentage of the farming activity has ceased, 
thus fields lie fallow, and many farms have 
teen abandoned. This unique geography 
attracts a number of western bird species, and 


represents the test chance to see a number of 
birds found nowhere else in Ontario. There 
are also a number of bird species that, 
although they breed elsewhere in the province, 
are much more plentiful in the Rainy River 
area. The Ontario Field Ornithologists (OK)) 
and the Federation of Ontario Naturalists 
(TON) had both arranged field trips to this 
area in early June, 1989, but Rob, Kevin and 
I had to be content with going a few days 
later. 

On the morning of Tuesday, June 6, we 
drove to the Chippewa Landfill Area on the 
Lake Superior shoreline, just south of Thunder 
Bay, The morning fog hampered our initial 
attempts to look for birds, but the calls of 
Alder Flycatchers, American Redstarts, and 
White-throated Sparrows greeted us. The fog 
cleared as we walked through the landfill 
site, and on a small, cattail-filled 
containment pond, we discovered 8 
Yellow-headed Blackbirds, a recently confirmed 
breeder in this area. Kevin identified 3 
Baird's Sandpipers on another pond, much to 
his excitement, because this bird, although 
fairly regular in the fall, is rarely seen in 



the spring in Ontario. A LeConte's Sparrow, 
an Upland Sandpiper, and an Olive-sided 
Flycatcher were some of the more pleasant 
finds at this rich and varied location. 

A short while later, driving west on 
the Trans-Canada Highway just west of the 
boundary of the Arctic Watershed, we entered 
an area where miles of the highway were 
covered with forest tent caterpillars. The 
trees on the south side were extensively 
defoliated, and the larvae were crossing the 
road to attack the trees on the north side. 
At some places, the highway was blackened with 
millions of dead caterpillars, while hordes of 
the living marched remorselessly over them. 

West of Fort Frances, the caterpillars 
disappeared, and we saw our first Brewer's 
Blackbird, which quickly became the most 
common blackbird seen, and encountered 
increasing numbers of Western Meadowlarks. We 
arrived in Rainy River at about 5:00 p.m. 
Central Time, having lost an hour on the drive 
west. This prompted a debate that raged 
unresolved for the whole of the trip. Rob and 
I changed our watches to accommodate the new 
time, but Kevin refused. Rob and I argued 
that the correct time is dictated by where you 
are in relation to longitude. Kevin rejected 
this argument and spent the rest of the time 
in Rainy River doing forward and backward 
mental mathematics, calculating the real time! 
Rob and I both used reason, sophisticated 
logic, and even bribery, but. Kevin was 
undeterred. We finally gave up the cause, but 
suggested that he apply for membership in the 
"Flat Earth Society"! 

Our accommodations at Rainy River were 
at Oak Grove Camp, about 15 km north of the 
town, but this short drive took over 2 1/2 
hours to complete, because of frequent stops 
along the way. Our first sighting was of a 
pair of Black-Billed Magpies perched near the 
top of a dead tree. When we stopped and 
observed them with binoculars, these 
magnificent, long-tailed Corvids flew noisily 
over the road. A little further along, a 
Sharp-tailed Grouse flushed up from a roadside 
ditch, prompting a panic stop and a half hour 
hike through fields, searching for, and 
finding more of this species. 

At Oak Grove, we unpacked our 
belongings into our small, but comfortable 
cabin, and went over to the cabin next door to 
say hello to Bill Lamond and Alan Wormington. 


Bill and Alan had already been at the camp for 
a few days, and we were eager to get the 
up-to-date scouting report. After dark, Bill, 
Rob, Kevin and I walked down the road from 
camp to try for Barred Owls. Playing a tape 
did not seem to work, but when Bill started 
doing his own very loud Barred Owl call, he 
quickly got a response fran two birds. We had 
brought a flashlight along with us and managed 
to find one of the owls, calling indignantly 
fran the top of a conifer. I have heard 
Barred Owls tefore, but this was my first 
opportunity to see one! 

Wednesday morning brought cold, wet, 
and windy weather. After breakfast, I walked 
down to the river, and within minutes, an 
adult White Pelican flew by. The White 
Pelican, once an endangered species in Canada, 
has teen the object, of a successful 
conservation effort that has resulted in the 
removal of tills breath-taking bird's name from 
the endangered list. 

Alan thought that tliis would be a good 
day to go to Sable Island to see Piping Plover 
which nest there, so we rented a small 
outboard boat and made the crossing to the 
island. This series of small, desolate, 
wind-blown patches of sand, where Rainy River 
empties into Lake of the Woods, is "the only, 
regularly used nesting site for Piping Plover 
left in Ontario", as stated in the Atlas of 
the Breeding Birds of Ontario. Our group 
observed six Piping Plover in all, with some 
indications of territorial behaviour. Piping 
Plover are listed as endangered in Canada, as 
well as Ontario. A Buff-Breasted Sandpiper 
was a surprise visitor, and a Whimbrel was 
flashed during the remainder of our tour of 
Sable Island. 

After a quick lunch back at the cabin, 
we spent the rest of the afternoon driving the 
backroads around Rainy River. We found a 
single Western Kingbird, sitting on a wire 
fence near the road, and later on, a pair of 
Western Kingbirds taking turns attending a 
nest. Sandhill Cranes feeding in the fields 
were a fairly common sight. We also had an 
opportunity to observe a "lek" of Sharp-tailed 
Grouse displaying in a field. 

Rob and I agreed that we would share 
the cooking duties during our stay in Rainy 
River, Kevin having professed ignorance of the 
mysteries of a stove. We had steeled 
ourselves for the hardships of the trip, but 



going hungry wasn't to be one of them! The 
sumptuous dinner on Wednesday evening set the 
standard for the rest of the trip. Green 
salad, followed by barbecued steak, pan-fried 
potatoes and broccoli, washed down with a few 
pints of ice-cold beer, and cheesecake for 
dessert. Kevin's litany for every dinner 
would be, "all this meat and rich food isn't 
good for you", but lie would invariably finish 
every morsel.. He had made the mistake of 
travelling with a pair of first class 
carnivores. 

On Thursday morning, Bill, Rob, Kevin 
and I set out to explore a large sedge marsh 
to the north of the camp. A Leconte's 
Sparrow, a few Clay-Colored Sparrows, and a 
number of Sedge Wrens were observed. An 
American Bittern called from the cattails, 
while the haunting voice of Sandhill Cranes 
drifted on the breeze. The four of us walked 
line-abreast through the marsh, while playing 
a tape of Yellow Rail calls. Soon, the 
strange, pebble-like clicking was answered. 
A total of six Yellow Rails were located, and 
we had the goal fortune to flush two of them. 
The first bird to take flight took me by such 
surprise, that I didn’t really have a goal 
look at it. However, I was more prepared for 
the second one, and had a chance to observe 
some of the field marks. After leaving the 
marsh, we investigated a field where a Marbled 
Godwit had teen seen, and located the bird 
with little difficulty. 

That evening we set out to try for 
Sliort-eared Owls. We scanned the twilight 
fields in vain, although an adult moose 
obligingly crossed the road in front of us. 
Just after dark, we went along a woaled road, 
searching for Whip-poor-wills. Bill's 
rendition of a Whip-poor-will's call brought 
an immediate response, A shadowy form flew 
across the road in front of us, and with the 
help of a flashlight, we found a 
Whip-poor-will perched on a rock at the edge 
of the waxls. Its ruby-red eyes glowing 
fiercely in the light. 

On the wav back to the cabin, we 
thought we saw an owl perched on top of a 
hydro pole and got out of the car to 
investigate. The clear, star-filled Northern 
Ontario night surrounded us. Overhead, an 
incredible sight was forming. Directly above 
us, the Northern Lights began fluorescing. At 
first, a diffuse greenish glow was visible, 


but tills soon intensified, until sheets of 
this brilliant, rippling light filled the sky. 
The greens gave way to pink, and finally, an 
incredibly Intense magenta. Even though I 
understand the process responsible for this 
phenomenon, it was as if the earth's colourful 
lace curtains were being stirred by an unseen, 
primordial hand. We stood in rapt amazement, 
gazing at the wondrous sight unfolding liefore 
ns for about a half hour, until the aurora 
faded from the sky. The ride back to the 
cabin was strangely silent, each of us 
withdrawing into our own private thoughts 
about the awe-inspiring event that we had just 
witnessed. 

Alan and Bill headed back home on 
Friday, and Rob, Kevin, and I, craving a 
change of scenery on our last day in Rainy 
River, headed north and east to explore 
Cranberry Bag. This was my first opportunity 
to investigate a bog, and I found it really 
fascinating. Butterflies were abundant, and 
specialized Ixxj plants, like the Sundew were 
everywhere. Quickly, it became obvious to me 
what a fragile environment a bog was, and we 
did our best to leave it undisturbed by our 
presence. Unfortunately, the tracks left by 
all terrain vehicles attested to the fact that 
this sensitivity is lav no means universal. 

On Saturday morning, we packed up and 
headed back to Thunder Bay. We arrived back 
at Thunder Bay at about 2:00 p.rn., (Kevin's 
watch was right again.), and spent the 
afternoon exploring Sleeping Giant Provincial 
Park. Rob gave us a little insight into the 
history of the park, and the continuing 
conflicts that surround its future. The 
all-to-familiar disagreement between groups 
that want to intensify its usage, and those 
who favor leaving it in a natural state is 
brewing over this park. 

At 7:00 a.rn. on Sunday morning, we 
Ixarded the flight to Toronto, and were kick 
in Hamilton before neon. In five days of 
binding, I observed 162 different species, 
with 10 life birds, and I know that Rob and 
Kevin achieved similar totals. This trip was 
a very rewarding experience for my companions 
and I, and as the elected biographer, I hope 
that I have been able to convey the sense of 
adventure and discovery that we shared. 
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PI-FA FOR PLAYGROUNDS 


June 1, 1988. 

To The Hamilton Board of Education: 

"look teacher! See what I found!" I 
remember when a Junior Kindergarten child 
would call me to come see a ladybug or a tiny 
flower - surprise, a free gift, on our 
playground. But not any more. The Hamilton 
Board of Education seems to decree that all 
non-grass plant life shall be killed - by 
spray (MCPA) or salt. So all along the 
fences, we have eight to 18 inches of 
alkaline, dead soil, still sparkling with 
salt, but barren of all the interesting plant 
and insect beings who used to live there. 

Remember purslane, luscious patches, 
chock-full of vitamin A and iron, delicious in 
salads and soup, prized as a vegetable in Asia 
and Europe. And cannon mallow, with its 
lovely little flowers and its edible "fairy 
cheeses" (fruit.), There used to be clover 
(count the leaves by 3's, search for a 4- 
leaf). And creeping Charlie, with its gingery 
smell, and tiny blue flower. And dandelions 
to delight in, to pick and count, to feast a 
guinea pig. And there might lie wild morning 
glory, gaily climbing the fence. There used 
to lie tough-rooted plants (i.e. "weeds") 
holding the soil, absorbing the moisture, 
cushioning falls, on busy spots such as under 
the climber. 

But they too have lieen killed, so in 
their place we have patches of mud (in melting 
or rainy weather) and patches of loose dust in 
dry weather. Result: for two months in 
spring, we could not use the playground 
because of the mud; and on dry days, the 
children are coated in dust. Grass, a 
delicate hybrid, can't withstand the wear on 
these spots, but "weeds" could, if allowed to 
do their work. And when the drought canes, 
only the surviving "weeds" are green. Grass 
needs extra water. 

For "Environmental Studies" we are 
supposed to notice differences in leaf shapes. 
We are advised to buy exotic, foreign plants 
fran a shop. Why not notice the even greater 


By Catherine Verrall 

variety in the natural plants freely given in 
our everyday environment (unless they are 
banished)? We are supposed to teach about 
"critters". Yet we destroy the natural 
habitat of insect creatures - ladybugs and 
butterflies aren't much interested in short- 
cropped grass. So what is there for the birds 
to eat? As a substitute for the real thing, 
we are advised to make butterflies fran tissue 
paper, caterpillars fran egg taxes. 

The schoolground should be recognized 
as an integral part of the educational 
environment (actually, part of the "real 
world" fran which the classroan is only an 
abstraction). The Ministry of Education 
document, Science in Primary and Junior 
Education: A Statement of Direction (1986) 
declares that we must facilitate children's 
interaction with their environment including 
"the natural, exploratory activities of 
children's play" because "fran their youngest 
years, children are curious to find out about 
their world; they explore, they inquire, they 
ask questions, and they enjoy the process of 
discovery." On the schoolgrounds of Hamilton? 

Science is Happening Here (March/April 
1988) includes an activity, Take a Hike or 
Two! Children are to measure out one metre on 
the schoolground, and explore it carefully. 
Challenge questions are: "What plants are 
growing?... If there were no plant life, how 
would you get some to grow?" This would be a 
most taring exercise in our deserts of grass 
(deserted of all other life). And the absence 
of interesting life trains children not to 
look, not to notice. 

We are trying to answer the second 
question. Middle school students dug up a 
five-metre strip of salted soil, replaced it 
with three bags of top-soil (cost: $2.77 each. 
Four bags would have teen tetter.) Junior 
kindergartners planted seeds - scarlet runner 
teans and climbing nasturtiums - and petunia 
plants to ward off bugs that might bother the 
teans. Now we'll wait to see if Nature can 
forgive...we assume that the authorities will 
not kill these plants. After all, it was 
humans and not Nature, who planted them! 
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Beyond the educational deprivation in 
this policy of "non-grass genocide", we need 
to look at the basic values being taught. 
Men the children came out. one day to find 
every plant (except grass) lying brown and 
dead, or piled over with salt, they asked 
"Mat happened?" Teacher: "Someone killed 
them." Children: "My?" T.: "They didn't 
want the plants to be there." C.: "Why?" So 
we took our sand pails and tried to spoon up 
some of the salt. C.: "My are we doing 
this?" T,: "Salt is bad for plants. It 
kills them." C.: "Oh, the poor plants!" It 
felt like a funeral. Thai was last fall. 
Then this spring, a child exclaimed "It's back 
again - the white stuff!" 

So what are they learning? Nature is 
not a nurturer, our first Mother, but an 
Enemy. The gifts of Nature are welcomed only 
if humans control them. The words inside the 
school (and inside the Ministry science 
documents) about "respect for living things", 
are not believed outside. 

Technology kills. It's all right to 
kill for no good reason. Since Nature is an 
Enemy, people can be enemies. System- 
organized violence against Nature is okay on 
the schoolground, so what's wrong with 
violence between jxople on the schoolground? 
Maybe we adults don't see these connections, 
but the children are more perceptive than we 
think. And they are growing up in a fearful 
world. They desperately need to know that we 
truly are at home in the universe, nurtured by 
Creation. 

For our very survival, we all need to 
return respect and caring to natural 
environment. Hie attitude that says it’s okay 
to kill "weeds" because we don't like them 
(disregarding the consequences), is not far 
different from the attitude that says it's 
okay to burn the rainforest for short-term 
advantage, disregarding the suicidal effects 
on the whole earth. Do we really know the 
effects of this school-ground operation, on 
our environment? Loss of topsoil is one of 
the world's crises. Do we want to teach that 
it's all right to be part of the problem - to 
destroy the topsoil we've got and then have to 
buy more? (Salt will eventually wash out of 
the soil but will drain into the lake, adding 
to the pollutants there.) Herbicides, even if 


"Ministry approved", add more killing- 
chemicals to our lives (e.g. draining off into 
the lake for us to drink). Should I let the 
children frolic in newly cut grass, that has 
just teen sprayed? Or grow lettuce beside a 
sprayed lawn? The City of Ottawa, Wentworth 
Board of Education, the Dundas Valley 
Conservation Area, are some of the 
jurisdictions who have decided not to spray, 
for reasons of heal tli. 

Caring - or not caring - are learned in 
kindergarten. Please help us. 

Ed. note: This letter was reprinted in 
David Suzuki' s Globe and Mail column on March 
18, 1989. Catherine Verrall, a teacher at 
King George Elementary School in Hamilton, has 
taught kindergarten for 14 years. Her 
interest in the environment and desire to pass 
this interest on to our children has led to a 
cooperative project between the HNC and 
several area schools. The Club has donated 
half the cost of several trees which have been 
planted by students at four schools: King 
George, Lincoln Alexander, Queen Victoria and 
Lisgar. The students have raised the rest of 
the money, and are responsible for caring for 
the trees. Bruce Duncan has represented the 
HNC at these plantings, which have teen very 
positive events in terms of giving young 
children an appreciation for our natural 
environment. 

********* 

HAMILTON BIRDING HOTLINE 

The HNC will be setting up a local 
birding information hotline in the near 
future. We will have a telephone number which 
anyone can call to hear a taped message 
listing the roost, recent interesting local bird 
sightings. After the recording is played, the 
caller will be able to leave a message 
regarding their own sightings as well. Rare 
bird sightings in other areas of the province 
will te listed, and other local hotlines 
across the province will be contacted 
occasionally for updates. This hotline will 
be maintained by HNC member Mike Street. Hie 
birding hotline number is: 648-9537. It will 
te operational after December 1, 1989. 
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REPORT ON THE FALL CLEAN—UP 
AT SPOOKY HOLLOW SANCTUARY 


On behalf of the Club Executive, I wish 
to thank all volunteers for making the October 
22 clean-up a complete success. It was great 
to see both new and potential members showing 
an interest in our Spooky Hollow Sanctuary. 
I believe that anyone who has visited this 
area will agree that it is indeed a special 
place. 

The perfect weather and an excellent 
turnout of volunteers allowed for the 
completion of a number of tasks. Nearly fifty 
feet of walkway was fabricated at the approach 
to the bridge on the Landon trail. In the 
past this section has become extremely muddy 
during the spring and late fall, making 
passage somewhat difficult. As well, several 
members were aide to pick-up a large quantity 
of garbage along the road near Fisher's Creek 
and the sanctuary entrance. 

It is interesting to note that the 
Ministry of Natural Resources has erected 
official looking signs on each side of the 
road, which designate Fisher's Creek as a 
"Provincial Fish Sanctuary". If anglers obey 
these signs there will likely be less of a 
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garbage problem, however, people are still 
going to stop at the creek. Recognizing this 
fact, local property owners Mike and Lori 
Yachwak have kindly provided and installed two 
painted garbage cans in the area. We will 
monitor how much the cans are being used, 
before deciding whether club members can 
manage the garbage pick-up, or if it is best 
to request assistance from the municipality. 

I am sure that there were a number of 
members who would have liked to attend the 
clean-up, but for sane reason were unable to 
do so. Please keep in mind that there are a 
number of tasks requiring the help of only a 
few individuals at times other than the annual 
clean-ups. I am presently compiling a list of 
active people that rimy be able to assist if 
called upon. If you have an interest in 
helping out at our sanctuaries, and we have 
not had a opportunity to meet, please give me 
a call or see me at the next meeting. 

Again, I wish to thank all the 
volunteers for their tremendous support. I 
look forward to their continued participation 
in the management of our sanctuaries. 


SPECIAL THANKS 


Hie Hamilton Naturalists' Club would like to thank the following people, organizations or 
businesses for their generous donations to the Cootes Paradise Marsh Restoration Project Fundraising 
Dinner on June 15, 1989, at the Royal Botanical Gardens, without whose support this event would not 
have teen possible: 

A Different Drummer Books -Robert Bateman Naturalists' Diaries 

Adpack International Ltd. -Popcorn popper 

Amarettos Lingerie Store -Gift certificate 

Backwoods Trails -Gift certificate 

Beckett Gallery -Signed wildlife print 

Robert Bateman -Signed wildlife print 

Marie Bishop -Hand-made sweater and hat 

Bruce Trail Association -Membership package 

Bullrush Studio -Whale suncatcher 

Burlington Camera -Two photography books 

Burlington Cultural. Centre -Gift certificate 
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Chapman & Prince -Book 

Barrv Cherriere -Bird photograph 

Karen Cockshutt -Roses 

Bob Curry -Birdwatching day trip 

Ron Dermott, Fisheries & Oceans Canada -Pond water quality analysis 
Dickens Restaurant -Three 2 for 1 dinners 
Frances Ditrapani -Nature photograph 
Duncan & Wright -Photo album 
Bruce Duncan -Hawk banding day 
-Canadian stamps 

Eagle Press -Program & ticket printing 

Floral Art Shop, Royal Botanical Gardens -Floral arrangement 

The Framing Experience, Burlington -Picture framing 

Pat Gerber -Fire extinguisher 

Walter & Val Glooschenko -Pleasure cruise 

-Whale photograph 

Grandma Lees -Lunch gift certificate 
Grays Florist -Floral arrangement 

Hie Great Canadian Ballon Adventure Inc. -Hot Air Balloon Ride 

Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra -Orchestra tickets 

The House of 10,000 Picture Frames -Picture framing 

Bill Lamond -Biological inventory field trip 

David Lean -Jack's Lake cottage weekend 

Liz Lesser -"Beautiful Walks in Hamilton" book 

Karen Logan & Phil McColl -Watercolour painting 

Ray Lowes -Book 

Nancy Lyne & Laurie Mackenzie -Folk art 

Don Malena -Town Crier 

Maple Cyclery -Gift certificates 

Karen McCabe -Suncatcher 

Brian McHattie -Whale photograph 

-Peregrine Falcon poster 
-Ternagami benefit concert poster 
Old Mill Restaurant, Ron & David Ciancone -Gift certificate 
Ontario Sportfishing Club -Club membership 

Owl Rehabilitation Research Foundation -Tour- with Kay & Larry McKeever 
Player Pizza -Pizza 

Q-Air Environmental Controls Limited -Executair air purifier 
Karen Ralph -Nature photograph 

Royal Botanical Gardens -2 certificates for 1990 Outdoor Film Adventures 
Scriveners -Mens sport shirt 

SOSA Gliding Club -2 free introductory glider flights 
Stained Glass Supply Inc. -Duck suncatcher 
Stoney Ridge Cellars -Wine labels 
Strawberry Fields -Tamarack Goose 

-"Hie Bird Log-A Record of Sightings" 

Tumblehome Outdoor Clothing and Equipment Inc. -Gift certificate 
Venture Out -Tilley Hat 
Valley Press -Poster printing 

Chip Weseloh, Canadian Wildlife Service -Cormorant banding trip 

-Colonial waterbird photography trip 


Brian Wylie -Book 



AN OBSERVATION OF BAUD EAGLE PREDATION 
OF A DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT 


On Saturday, September 9, 1989, Bill 
Smith and I were observing shorebirds and 
waterfowl at the Tollgate Ponds on Hamilton 
Harbour. The Tollgate Ponds are home to a 
large Double-crested Cormorant and 
Black-crowned Night-Heron colony. A stand of 
cottonwoods on the west shore of the pond 
provide nesting habitat for this colony. I 
was scanning the shore with my telescope, when 
I spotted a large, dark raptor on the berm 
just to the north of the cottonwoods. At 
first, Bill and I thought that it might be a 
Golden Eagle, because of the uniform darkness 
of the bird, but as it moved around and 
occasionally flapped its wings, we could see 
extensive white feathering on the underwing 
linings and axillaries. Bill and I decided 
that it must Ire a first year Bald Eagle 
because of the dark telly and breast. Tire 
area that the eagle occupied is a favorite 
sunning and preening area for the cormorants, 
who had retreated en masse to the safety of 
the water. For a period of perhaps ten minutes 
the eagle patrolled the berm and shoreline and 
then flew a short distance and landed on a 
lower branch of one of the cottonwoods. 

It is quite caiman, even after nesting 
season, to see cormorants perching on or near 
the nests in the cottonwoods, and as luck, or 
perhaps design would have it, the eagle 
perched a few metres telow two cormorants in 
the same tree. The two cormorants appeared 
quite indifferent to the eagle, and for a few 
minutes the eagle paid them no heed. Then, 
without warning, the eagle took off and flew 
straight at the cormorants, crashing into 
them. Sticks, branches, and nesting material 
fell to the ground as the eagle disappeared 
behind the tree. At this point I was more 
than a little alarmed, and expressed concern 
that the eagle may be sick or injured. 
Perhaps thirty seconds later, an injured 
cormorant flopped toward the shore in a 
desperate attempt to gain the safety of the 


By George Naylor 

water. Hie eagle flew out of the shadows and 
caught the cormorant at the water's edge. 
Neither Bill nor I had a chance to determine 
whether the cormorant was an adult or 
juvenile. Clutching this large bird with one 
talon, the eagle dragged the cormorant into 
the shadow of the cottonwoods and with hackles 
raised, mantled his prey victoriously. 

After a minute or so of mantling, the 
eagle concentrated on the head and neck area 
of the cormorant, ate for a short time and 
then mantled the prey again. The eagle then 
dragged his prey back among the trees and out 
of sight. A few minutes later, Kevin 
McLaughlin and Roll Dotes happened along and we 
Informed them of our sighting. We watched 
this area for a further half hour but the 
eagle never re-appeared. 

Roll and Kevin commented that they had 
never before heard of Bald Eagles attacking 
and preying on adult cormorants. On Monday, 
September 11, 1989, Dr. Richard Knapton was 
the guest speaker at the HNC meeting. Dr. 
Knapton's topic was cormorants, and he 
mentioned to the audience that during his time 
spent surveying Double-crested Cormorants on 
Lake Winnipegosis, he had observed adult Bald 
Eagles preying on cormorant nestlings, but had 
not seen a fully grown cormorant being 
attacked (R. Knapton, personal communicaton). 
According to Bent (1961), Bald Eagles will 
prey on other large birds, including 
waterfowl, grebes, loons, gulls, alcids, 
grouse, coots and cormorants. Although not 
unprecedented, this unusual observation seems 
to be somewhat noteworthy. 


Literature Cited 

Bent, A.C. 1961. Life histories of North 
American birds of prey, part 1. Dover 
Publications Inc., New York: 409 pp. 
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NC >rT9WORTTTV BIRD RECORDS 

Number of species recorded to: Plumaaes: 

September 30, 1989 - 255 f -female 

Underlined species or dates indicates that a ad -adult 
written documentation is required by the imm -iimnature 
Hamilton Bird Records Cournittee (HBRC). juv -juvenile 

* -first record for the year leu -leucistic 

F -first record for the miqration win —winter 

L -last record for the migration 3rd yr -third year 

0F0 -Ontario Field Ornithologists 1st win -first winter 


Species 

SEPTEMBER 

Date No. 

location 

Observers 

Garmon Loon 

Sep 30 250 

Lake Ontario 

Robert Curry, OPO Pelagic Trip 

Pied-billed Grete 

Sep 2 1 

Smithville Sewage Ponds 

Rob Dotes, Kevin McLaughlin, 
Paul Rose 

• » ll II 

Sep 17 1 

Winona Sewage Ponds 

McLaughlin, HNC Hike 

Horned Grebe 

Sep 25 F 1 

Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Red-necked Grete 

Sep 8 7 

Lake at Rattray’s Marsh 

Dotes 

M II II 

Sep 25 22 

Shoreacres 

Dotes, John Struger 

Eared Crete 

Sep 2 1 ad 

Tollgate Ponds 

Dotes, McLaughlin, Rose 

II II 

Sep 3-30 1 ad 

ll ll 

Many Observers 

li II 

Sep 2 1 win 

Smithville Sewage Ponds 

Dotes, McLaughlin, Rose 

Double-crested Cormorant Sep 10 1000 

NE end of Bay 

Dotes 

II ll tl 

Sep 17 1300 

II II II ll 

Jennings 

American Bittern 

Sep 25 1 

Duridas Marsh 

Jolm Olmsted 

• I II 

Sep 27 1 

Cayuga 

Bev Dring, Carole King 

Green-backed Heron 

Sep 27 3 , 

ll 

ll ll ll ll 

Green-winger] Teal 

Sep 26 350 

Dundas Marsh 

Robert Finlayson 

Northern Pintail 

Sep 23 12 

Windermere Basin 

Dotes, McLaughlin, Rose 

Northern Shoveler 

Sep 7 110 

Tollgate Ponds 

McLaughlin 

Gadwall 

Sep 19 110 

Dundas Marsh 

Finlayson 

American Wigeon 

Sep 19 3 

M II 

ll 

Greater Scaup 

Sep 7 1 

Tollgate Ponds 

McLaughlin 

White-winged Scoter 

Sep 17 F 9 

Van Wagners Beach 

Dotes, Olmsted 

H ll ll 

Sep 30 20 

Lake Ontario 

OFO Pelagic Trip 

Bufflehead 

Sep 1-30 1 

Bay at Strathearne Ave 

Curry 

Red-breasted Merganser 

Sep 10 F 1 

Van Wagners Beach 

McLaughlin 

Ruddy Duck 

Sep 16F;26 1;12 

Tollgate Ponds 

Dotes et al.; Dotes 

Bald Eagle 

Sep 9 F 1 iniii 

ll ll 

George Naylor, William Smith 

ll ll 

Sep 10 1 inm 

ll ll 

McLaughlin 

ll ll 

Sep 24 1 3rd 

yr Dundas Marsh 

Curry 

ll ll 

Sep 28 1 imm 

ll ll 

Smith 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Sep 9 82 

High Level Bridge 

Naylor 

II It ll 

Sep 10 8 

ll ll ll 

Naylor et al. 

ll l» ll 

Sep 11 11 

Shell Park, Bronte 

Jennings 

Cooper's Hawk 

Sep 10 1 

High Level Bridge 

Naylor et al. 

ll ll 

Sep 29;30 1;1 

Dundas Marsh 

Mike Street 

Broad-winged Hawk 

Sep 23 2 

Shell Park 

Jennings 

ll II ll 

Sep 24 2 

Dundas Marsh 

Curry 

ll n ll 

Sep 29 4 

Shell Park 

Jennings 
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American Kestrel 

Sep 10 

43 

High Level Bridge 

Naylor et al. 

Merlin 

Sep 5 F 

1 

Martins Rd, Dundas Valiev 

Street 

II 

Sep 11 

1 

Shell Park 

Jennings 

Peregrine Falcon 

Sep 17 

1 irrrn 

High Level Bridge 

Naylor et al. 

*1 II 

Sep 28;29 1 ad 

Dundas Marsh 

Olmsted; Finlayson 

Sora 

Sep 24 

1 

ll ll 

Curry 

American Coot. 

Sep 15 

1 

Van Wagners Ponds 

Dobos 

Sandhill Crane 

Sep 30 F 

2 

Over York 

King 

Black-bellied Plover 

Sep 12 

20 

Maple Lodge Farms, Miss. 

Jennings 

*• II ll 

Sep 25 

3 

Dundas Marsh 

Dobos 

Lesser Golden-Plover 

Sep 2 

6 

Smithville Sewage Ponds 

Dobos, McLaughlin, Rose 

i* II ll 

Sep 22 

0 

JLi 

Windermere Basin 

Dobos 

Greater Yellowlegs 

Sep 11 

10 

Mercers Glen 

Street 

ll II 

Sep 19 

15 

Dundas Marsh 

Finlayson 

Lesser Yellowlegs 

Sep 10 

43 

Maple Lodge Farms 

Jennings 

ll ll 

Sep 19;29 40;50 

Dundas Marsh 

Finlayson 

Solitary Sandpiper 

Sep 24 L 

1 

if ft 

Curry 

Hudsonian Godwit. 

Sep 12 * 

1 ad 

ll H 

Jim Dowall, Finlayson et al. 

ll li 

Sep 23 

1 ad 

H ll 

Dobos 

Ruddy Turnstone 

Sep 17 

1 juv 

Smithville Sewage Ponds 

McLaughlin, HNC Hike 

• 1 ll 

Sep 23 

1 

Van Wagners Beach 

Dobos et al. 

Red Knot 

Sep 23-28 1 

Dundas Marsh 

ll ll 

Sanderling 

Sep 17 

8 juv 

Beach Canal 

McLaughlin, HNC Hike 

11 

Sep 17 

8 juv 

Fifty Point C.A. 

ll ll 

if 

Sep 23 

13 

Van Wagners Beach 

Dobos et al. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper 

Sep 7 

45 

Dundas Marsh 

Dobos 

•I ll 

Sep 25 

1 ad 

ii il 

ll 

Western Sandpiper 

Sep 23 

1 juv 

Dotos, Finl ayson, McLaughlin, Rose 

*1 ll 

Sep 24 

3 

M M 

Curry 

• l ll 

Sep 25 

2 juv 

ll if 

Dolx)s, Naylor 

• l ll 

Sep 28;29L 1 juv 

li fl 

Dobos et al.', Finlayson 

least Sandpiper 

Sep 7 

6 juv 

ll fl 

Dotos 

ll ll 

Sep 24 

]. 

ll li 

Curry 

White-ramped Sandpiper 

Sep 25 

1 ad 

ll ll 

Dotos 

Baird's Sandpiper 

Sep 2;9 

7;4 

Fifty Point C.A. 

Dobos, McLaughlin, Rose 

ll ll 

Sep 4 

3 

Tollgate Ponds 

Naylor 

• l ll 

Sep 6 

2 

Maple Lodge Farms 

Jennings 

• • ll 

ll ll 

Sep 10 

3 

Smithville Sewage Ponds 

McLaughlin 


Sep 24 

1 

Bay at Stratheame Ave 

Curry 

H ll 

Sep 25 

3 

Dundas Marsh 

Naylor 

Pectoral Sandpiper 

Sep 6 

25 

Maple Lodge Farms 

Jennings 

Dunlin 

Sep 17 F 

1 juv 

Tollgate Ponds 

McLaughlin, HNC Hike 


Sep 19 

ladljuv Windermere Basin 

Dobos 

Stilt Sandpiper 

Sep 9 

5 

Dundas Marsh 

Dotos, McLaughlin 


Sep 17 

3 

Smithville Sewage Ponds 

McLaughlin, HNC Hike 


Sep 25 

2 

Dundas Marsh 

Dotos,. McLaughlin, Naylor 

Butt-breasted Sandpiper Sep 2 * 

1 juv 

Windermere Basin 

" " , Rose 

if ll 

Sep 10 L 

1 

Maple Lodge Farms 

Jennings 

Short-billed Dowitcher 

Sep 9 

18 

Dundas Marsh 

Dotos, McLaughlin 

•* ll ll 

Sep 24 

i;i 

" " ;Bay at Stratheame Currv 

Long-billed Dowitcher 

Sep 9-12 

i 

ll li 

Dotos, McLaughlin 

ll ll ll 

Sep 17 

1 ad 

Windermere Basin 

McLaughlin, HNC Hike 
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Cannon Snipe 

Sep 25 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Dotos 

Wilson's Phalarope 

Sep 9 

i;2 

Tollgate P.; Windermere B. 

Dotos, McLaughlin, Naylor 

ft »l 

Sep 17 

2 

Smithville Sewage Ponds 

McLaughlin, HNC Hike 

1! II 

Sep 24;2,5L 1 

Dundas Marsh 

Curry; Dotos 

Red-necked Phalarope 

Sep 25 

2;1 

ll M 

Naylor; Dotos 

Pomarine Jaeger 

Sep 16 * 

1 ad 

Van Wagners Beach 

Dotos, McLaughlin, Rose 

II li 

Sep 30 

1 itrrn 

Lake Ontario 

OFO Pelagic Trip 

Parasitic Jaeger 

Sep 16 * 

1 Iran 

Van Wagners Beach 

Dotos et al. 

II II 

Sep 17 

1 

Fifty Point C.A. 

McLaughlin, HNC Hike 

It II 

Sep 25 

1 

Van Wagners Beach 

Tim Sato 

ll II 

Sep 30 

3 

Lake Ontario 

OR) Pelagic Trip 

Jaeger species 

Sep 30 

5 

ll ll 

ll ll 

Ring-billed Gull 

Sep 9 1 1st win leu LaSalle Park 

Dotos, McLaughlin 

Thayer's Gull 

Sep 30 * 

1 1st 

win Lake Ontario 

Alan WoiTivington, OR3 Pelagic 

Sabine's Gull 

Sep 14 * 

3 juv 

Van Wagners Beach 

Dowall, Olmsted 

M li 

Sep 16 

1 juv 

ll ll ll 

McLaughlin et al. 

Caspian Tern 

Sep 28 

2 

Dundas Marsh 

Dotos et al. 

ll li 

Sep 30 

1 

Grand River at York 

King 

Forster's Tern 

Sep 30 

0 

Li 

Lake Ontario 

OFO Pelagic Trip 

Black Tern 

Sep 2 

3 

Van Wagners Ponds 

Dotos, McLaughlin, Rose 

It II 

Sep 10 L 

i;2 

Smithville S.P.; Windermere B. McLaughlin 

Mourning Dove 

Sep 3 

110 

Bronte 

Jennings 

Eastern Screech-Owl 

Sep 7 

1 

Book & Trinity Rds, Ancaster Dotos 

Long-eared Owl 

Sep 3 

1 

5 km WNW of Westover 

Bill Lamond 

Common Nighthawk 

Sep 4 

41 

Dundas Valley 

Rotort Westmore 

ll if 

Sep 22 

40 

Hwv 403 at Main St, Hamilton Curry 

Chimney Swift 

Sep 10 L 

1 

Artaban Rd, Dundas Valley 

Street 

11 ll 

Sep 10 L 

14 

Shell Park 

Jennings 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird Sep 27L 1 

Walkers Line at 0® 

ll 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

Sep 1 

1 

Sawmill Rd, Ancaster 

Dotos 

It tt tt 

Sep 3 

1 inin 

Woodland Cemetery 

Bev Hettrick, Jennings 

If II ll 

Sep 23 

1 

Beach Canal 

Rose 

Red-hellied Woodpecker 

Sep 30 

1 

Townline Rd, Cayuga 

King, Pete & Vivienne Machen 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Sep 18F 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Jennings 

Olive-sided Flycatcher 

Sep 16 L 

1 

Burloak Woods 

ll 

Eastern Wood-Pewee 

Sep 23 L 

O 

L> 

Shell Park 

ll 

Yellow-bellied. Flycatcher Sep 9L 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Dotos, McLaughlin 

Willow Flycatcher 

Sep 2 L 

1 

Winona Sewage Ponds 

Dotos, McLaughlin, Rose 

Least Flycatcher 

Sep 18 L 

1 

Woodland Cemetery 

Jennings 

Eastern Phoebe 

Sep 24 F 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Curry 

Great Crested Flycatcher Sep 16L 

1 

Burloak Woods 

Jennings 

Eastern Kingbird 

Sep 9;10L 12 ;1 

Bronte; Burloak Dr 

li 

Purple Martin 

Sep 17 L 

3 

Kelson Ave 

McLaughlin, HNC Hike 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow Sep 

24 1 

Dundas Marsh 

Curry 

II ll It it 

Sep 29 L 

10 

York 

John Miles 

Bank Swallow 

Sep 24 L 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Curry 

Bam Swallow 

Sep 3 

40 

Woodland Cemetery 

Hettrick, Jennings 

Blue Jay 

Sep 18 

441 

11 ll 

Jennings 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

Sep 3 F 

1 

Burloak Woods 

ll 

Brora Creeper 

Sep 19 F 

2 

Shell Park 

ll 

Winter Wren 

Sep 16 F 

2 

Burloak Woods 

ll 

Sedge Wren 

Sep 5 L 

1 

Shell Park 

ll 
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Golden-crowned Kinglet 

Sep 24 F 8 

Dundas Marsh 

Finlayson 

Rubv-crowned Kinglet 

Sep 11 F 1 

Shell Park 

Jennings 

Veery 

Sep 11 L 1 

II ll 

ll 

Gray-cheeked Thrush 

Sep 19 F 1 

ll ll 

ll 

Hermit Thrush 

Sep 16 F 1 

Bronte 

ll 

Northern Mockingbird 

Sep 19 1 

Burloak Woods 

ll 

M II 

Sep 28 1 

Van Wagners Ponds 

Dobos 

Water Pipit 

Sep 9 F 1 

Tollgate Ponds 

Dobos et al.. 

M M 

Sep 17;22 5;9 

Windermere Basin 

Dobos 

Cedar Waxwing 

Sep 3 129 

Woodland Cemetery 

Hettrick, Jennings 

Solitary Vireo 

Sep 24 F 1 

Dundas Marsh 

Curry 

Warbling Vireo 

Sep 16 L 1 

Burloak Woods 

Jennings 

Philadelphia Vireo 

Sep 9;23L 5;1 

Bronte 

ll ' 

Golden-winged Warbler 

Sep 9 L 1 f 

Buiioak Woods 

ll 

Tennessee Warbler 

Sep 3F;24 1;1 

Dundas Marsh 

Curry 

Yellow Warbler 

Sep 7 L 1 

Bronte Creek 

Jennings 

Chestnut-sided Warbler 

Sep 24 L 2 

Dundas Marsh 

Curry 

Magnolia Warbler 

Sep 9 13 

Bronte 

Jennings 

Cape May Warbler 

Sep 3 F 4 

Dundas Marsh 

Curry 

Black-throated Blue Warbler Sep 25 1 

Bronte Harbom' 

Jennings 

Black-throated Green Warbler Sep 23 1 

Shell Park 

ll 

Blackburnian Warbler 

Sep 16 L 1 

Bronte 

ll 

Palm Warbler 

Sep 3 F 1;1 

Dundas Marsh; Woodland Can 

i Curry; Hettrick, Jennings 

Bay-breasted Warbler 

Sep 24 L 1 

Dundas Marsh 

Curry 

Blackpoll Warbler 

Sep 4 F 1 

Northshore Cootes Paradise 

Curry, Dobos, Larnond, McLaughl in 

Black- and-white Warbler 

Sep 28 L 1 

Bronte Harbour 

Jennings 

Ovenbird 

Sep 16 L 1 

Bronte 

ll 

Northern Waterthrush 

Sep 7 L 1 

Dundas Marsh 

Dobos 

Mourning Warbler 

Sep 9 L 1 

Buiioak Woods 

Jennings 

Wilson's Warbler 

Sep 16 L 3 

Bronte 

ll 

Canada Warbler 

Sep 11 L 2 

Shell Park 

ll 

Scarlet Tanager 

Sep 23 L 1 

ll ll 

ll 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

Sep 16 L 1 

Burloak Woxxls 

ll 

Indigo Bunting 

Sep 5 1 

Martins Rd, Dundas Valley 

Street 

II II 

Sep 15 L 2 

Dundas Valley 

Doles 

Rufous-sided Towhee 

Sep 24 F 1 

Dundas Marsh 

Curry 

Sharp-tailed Sparrow 

Sep 24 * 1 

ll ll 

ll 

lincoln's Sparrow 

Sep 3 F 1;2 

Woodland Can;Buiioak Woods 

Hettrick, Jennings 

Swamp Sparrow 

Sep 16 F 1 

Bronte 

Jennings 

White-throated Sparrow 

Sep 5 F 1 

Shell Park 

ll 

White-crowned Sparrow 

Sep 24 F 2 

Tollgate Ponds 

Curry 

Dark-eyed Junco 

Sep 3 F 1 

Burloak Woods 

Jennings 

l» »l II 

Sep 26 3 

Van Wagners Beach 

Doles 

Bobolink 

Sep 10 L 3 

Smithville Sewage Ponds 

McLaughlin 

II 

Sep 10 L 1 

Shell Park 

Jennings 

Rusty Blackbird 

Sep 13 F 1 

Tollgate Ponds 

Dobos 

II II 

Sep 24 23 

Dundas Marsh 

Curry 

Northern Oriole 

Sep 4 L 1 

Northshore Cootes Paradise 

Curry, Doles, Larnond, McLaughlin 

Purple Finch 

Sep 24 F 1 

Dundas Marsh 

Curry 


Please send your bird records for October by November 10 to Mark Jennings, (1308-5348 Lakeshore Rd, 
Burlington, Ont, L7L 4Z2, or phone 416-632-2210. 
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NOTICE BOARD 


CAPTURE NATURE ON FILM 

The Hamilton Region Conservation 
Authority is holding a Nature Photography 
Workshop on Sunday, November 12, 1:00-3:00 
p.m., at. the Merrick Field Centre in Ancaster. 
The instructor will be award-winning nature 
photographer Ed Hof land. The cost is $5.00; 
call the HRCA (525-2181 ext 47) to 
preregister. Ering a 35 nm camera, film and 
tripod with you. 

CONSERVATION IMAGES 

The Hamilton Region Conservation 
Authority is sponsoring this annual 
photography contest. All pictures must be 
taken during 1989 in one of the HRCA's 24 
conservation areas. The format is 35 run 
slides. Categories include: Activities, 
Nature Up Close, Landscapes and Our Cultural 
Heritage, There is also a category for 
children 12 and under, Nature As I See It. 
Prizes include a Seasons Pass, up to $100. 
cash and ribbons. All entries must be 
received by the HRCA by Nov. 15, 1989. For 
more information call 525-2181. 

CHRISTMAS CARDS & CALENDARS 

Gwen and Dennis Lewington will again be 
selling Christmas cards and nature calendars 
for the LNC this year. They will he available 
at the November and December general meetings, 
or can he ordered by calling the Lewingtons at 
6C2-7252. A portion of the proceeds go 
towards the IlNC's general fund. 

DON'T THROW OUT THOSE OLD NATURE CALENDARS 

fiie Royal Botanical Gardens Nature 
Centre would love to help you "recycle" them. 
Just bring them out to any IJNC meeting and 
leave them with Barb McKean or Shirley 
Element, or drop them off at. the Nature 
Centre. They will be used in displays and 
programmes. 

SHARE YOUR LOW, OF THE OUTDOORS... 

Be a volunteer at the RBG Nature 
Centre! If you enjoy children and the 
outdoors, and lave free time during the week, 
give Barb McKean or Steve Bowen a call at 527- 


7962. Our volunteer training meetings are 
held on the first Monday morning of each 
month. Give us a call for more details. 

FISHERVILLE CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

This new area CBC will be held on 
Saturday, Decanter 23, 1989. The area 
comprises a circle of 7.5 mile radius centred 
at Fisherville, including Cayuga, the Grand 
River just south of York, and part of the Lake 
Erie shoreline. Contact compiler John Miles 
(519-587-5223) for a territory. 


HNC BIRD CHECKLISTS & DATE GUIDES 

Both the Checklist of the Birds of the 
Hamilton Area and Date Guide to the Birds of 
the Hamilton Area were revised and reprinted 
in 1988. A reminder that checklists will no 
longer be sent out annually with each 
membership renewal, due to high publishing 
costs. However, copies of both the checklist 
and date guide may be purchased from the 
Membership Director (John St.ruger 547-5116) or 
Bird Records Committee (Rob Dobos 648-0435) 
for $1.00 each. 


HNC SWEATSHIRTS 

A number of sweatshirts celebrating the 
HNC's 70th anniversary in 1989 are still 
available. They depict a pair of Wood Ducks 
in flight, and are available in blue or 
yellow, in most, adult sizes (S, M, L, XL) and 
some children's sizes. To purchase one 
($25.00 each) contact Rob Dobos at 648-0435. 


CORRECTION 

In the October 1989 issue, page 23, 
under "Exchange Publications", it was stated 
that publications which are deposited in the 
RBG Library that are received as exchanges 
from other naturalist, clubs and conservation 
groups are available for loan. Unfortunately, 
tliis is incorrect. These publications may be 
used within the Library, but cannot, be 
borrowed. Photocopies of articles can be made 
if needed. 
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THE WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton Naturalists' CM) and is produced by 
volunteer members of the Club. THE WOOD DUCK is published nine times yearly from September to May 
inclusive and it is mailed free to members. 

Contributions for publication are most welcome and should Ire addressed to the Editor: 

Ro b Dobos, 1319 Book Rd. W., R.R. |j 1, Jerseyville, Ontario, LOR IRQ. 

Contributions word processed on computer disk in IBM format are appreciated if possible. 

Deadline for receipt of material is the first of the month preceding publication date. 

Articles rnay be reprinted without permission but credit lines should be included. 
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by the Hamilton Naturalists' Club. 

Send noteworthy bird records to: 

Mark Jennings, {1308-5348 Lakeshore Rd. E., Burlington, Ontario, L7L 4Z2. 



